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The only one of his generals who showed any
special talent was Bernard, Duke of Weimar, a high-
born freebooter, who had been trained under Gus-
tavus, and who served for pay, plunder, and glory.
He was employed in the French service, and, if his
wages were high, he earned them by his victories,
but in 1639, when he was only thirty-six, his career
was checked by death.

Not only were the leaders, for the most part, of
mediocre capacity, but the armies they led were ill
equipped and ill disciplined, and it is not strange
that at the close of a campaign the war was generally
no nearer an end than at the beginning. There are
as marked differences between the seventeenth and
nineteenth centuries in the methods of warfare, as
in the methods of travel. An army of to-day differs
from one under Louis XIII. as much as a modern
railroad differs from a muddy highway. The enorm-
ous armies of our age were unknown, not only be-
cause the population was smaller, but because to
equip and feed such numbers of men would have
been impossible. A sight of the soldiers of those
days would appall a rigid disciplinarian of our time.
Uniforms, which produce at least a semblance of
order and' discipline, were usually lacking. The
captain of a company was generally allowed a fixed
sum by the Government to feed and clothe his com-
mand, and the men were often ill fed and clad in
rags, while the officer drew allowances not only for
those in service but for soldiers who never answered
to roll-call.

The letters of the time are full of complaints aslmaticas. the views of another, his victoriese was slow in putting his.forces to, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
